WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A snow melting system, comprising: 
a controller; 

a first heater supplying heat under the control of said controller, said first heater 
supplying heat at a power density; 

a moisture detection apparatus located apart from said first heater, said moisture detection 
apparatus communicatively coupled to said controller; and 

a second heater located proximate to said moisture detection apparatus, said controller 
directing power to said second heater at an other power density, said other power density 
substantially the same as said power density. 

2. The system of claim 1 , wherein said second heater has a potential power density 
higher than said power density, said controller controlling said power to thereby cause said other 
power, density to approximate said power density. ( 

3 . The system of claim 2, wherein said controller causes said other power density to 
approximate said power density by alternately applying said power to said second heater and not 
applying said power to said second heater. 

4. The system of claim 1 , wherein said controller discontinues the supply of heat after a 
predetermined time once no moisture is sensed by said moisture detection apparatus. 
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5. The system of claim 4, wherein said predetermined time is one of less than and equal 
to approximately one hour. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein said controller discontinues supplying said power if an 
air temperature is detected higher than a predetermined temperature. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein said predetermined temperature is approximately 38° 
Fahrenheit. 

8. A method of tracking the removal of snow and moisture, comprising: 

providing a controller connected to a first heater, a second heater and a moisture sensor; 

dissipating at least one of snow and water by heat from said first heater, said dissipating 
occurring at a dissipation rate; and 

substantially matching said dissipation rate on said moisture sensor by heat from said 
second heater, said moisture sensor located apart from said first heater. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of discontinuing the supply of 
energy to said first heater after a predetermined time once no moisture is sensed by said moisture 
sensor. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, wherein said predetermined time is one of less than and 
equal to approximately one hour. 



ETI0069.CIP 



13 



1 1 . The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of not checking for moisture 
when an air temperature is detected higher than a predetermined temperature. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said predetermined temperature is approximately 
38° Fahrenheit. 

13. A method of tracking snow melting, comprising the steps of: 

providing a controller connected to a first heater, a second heater and a moisture sensor; 
dissipating power in said first heater at a power density; and 

supplying power to said second heater to heat a moisture sensor at approximately said 
power density, said moisture sensor located apart from said first heater. 

14. The method of claim. 13, further comprising the step of discontinuing said dissipating 
step and said supplying step after a predetermined time once no moisture is sensed by said 
moisture sensor. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said predetermined time is one of less than and 
equal to approximately one hour. 

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of discontinuing said dissipating 
step and said supplying step if an air temperature is detected higher than a predetermined 
temperature. 
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17. The method of claim 16, wherein said predetermined temperature is approximately 
38° Fahrenheit. 

18. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of controlling said power being 
supplied to said second heater to approximate said power density. 

19. The method of claim 18, wherein said controlling step includes the step of 
alternately applying said power to said second heater and not applying said power to said second 
heater to thereby approximate said power density. 
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